CHAPTER   VI
APPEALS TO CHRISTIANS

1.   Rev. J. H. Edwards:

We have good reason for believing that a large
number of missionaries feel like ourselves in being torn
between respect for law and order and a keen desire to
meet India's wishes as far as these can be ascertained,
It is certain that many missionaries are doing what
they can, to help the situation which is so desperate and
full of danger. Never, in our opinion, was the aliena-
tion between Government and the majority of educated
people in India so nearly complete as it is at the present
moment. The very calmness with which the series of
ordinances has been received, as compared with the
outbreak of violence in several places in 1919, is itself
disquieting, because it is in danger of giving the impres-
sion to the Government that their swift and intensive
methods of justice have succeeded, and because there is
so much evidence that the alienation lies deep in the
minds of people who are not speaking for fear of being
suspected. We submit that it is a humiliation to Chris-
tendom that even on such a grave question we cannot
deal with a man of Gandhiji's moral dimensions with-
out putting him behind prison bars.
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